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	Howard County Generic Lesson Plan Format
	Teaching Strategies

_x__Scaffolded Questioning

__x_ Independent Reading

___ Interpretation of Graphics 

        (maps, graphs, cartoons, tables…)

___ Concept Attainment

___ Cooperative Learning

___ Think-Pair-Share

___ Roundtable

___ Jigsaw

___ Pairs Check/Review

___ Independent/Group Project

___ Integration of Technology

___ Print alternatives, i.e., E-text

___ Use of Audio Clip/Music
___ Interactive Student Notebook®

___ Formal Writing

___ Informal Writing 

___ Graphic/Visual Organizers

___ Modeling/Demonstration

___Think Aloud

___ Reciprocal Teaching

___ Group Activities

___ Simulation

___ Use of Video Clip

___ Cross-Curricular Connections

Other___________________
Differentiation Strategies

___ Tiered assignments

___ Flexible grouping

___ Learning centers

___ Curriculum compacting

___ Varying questions

___ Independent Projects

___ Brain Compatible Instruction

___ Culture and Learning

Learning Modalities

___ Visual

___ Auditory

___Tactile/Kinesthetic

___ Multiple Intelligences
General Accommodations to 

Access Curriculum

___Adapt the skill level

___ Adapt the number of items

___ Adapt materials

___ Provide learning strategy

___ Provide audio/video/digital access

___ Increase personal assistance

	Unit: Grade 4 Quarter 3 Lesson 7

Lesson Title: Maryland and beyond- Natural Disasters 
Essential Objective(s): Students will research the needs of Maryland native plants and animals to recognize and describe the interdependence of organisms in an ecosystem and their competition for space, shelter, food, and water.  Students will use this information and conduct investigations about weathering and erosion and its effects on an ecosystem to design a schoolyard habitat.

Events such as volcanoes, earthquakes, and hurricanes cause rapid changes to Earth’s surface.

	

	Materials: non fiction text on natural disasters (DR:  The Restless Earth & Processes that Change the Earth), computer, projector, Web tools- Skype and epals, 
**You will need extended access to computers for this project. You will also need consistent internet access for research, emailing, and using skype. STUFF HAPPENS see contingency plan at the end of this lesson for alternatives. 

	

	Pre-Assessment

KLW chart about natural disasters 
	

	Anticipatory Set/Motivation:

Introduce the concept of epals and share a video or power point on natural disasters. 

Brain Pop video on natural disasters (*school code needed to access) 

http://www.brainpop.com/science/earthsystem/naturaldisasters/preview.weml
	

	Lesson Development/Procedures:
	

	KWL chart on natural disasters 

Watch video or power point about natural disasters- where do these natural disasters (hurricanes, tornados, tsunamis’, volcanoes, earthquakes, wildfires) usually occur? 

Introduce the concept of epals- pro video on website 

Introduce epals project: Students in two classrooms will track and discuss real time disasters! They read to become experts on one disaster type and write to share their informational expertise.
 
	
	

	Explain the direction for the first email: Introduce yourself and share what you’ve learned about natural disasters that are currently happening around the world. What were you surprised to find out? If you have experienced a natural disaster in your life, share your story!
Have students draft their first email using Google Docs add comments and edit as they work.
Divide the class into groups and assign each group one type of natural disaster to research. Review the 5 W’s for researching websites 

http://www.schrockguide.net/uploads/3/9/2/2/392267/evalelem.pdf
Provide each group with a few trade books as well as some suggested websites. For Suggested websites go the student page of our website: 

http://www.weebly.com/weebly/main.php
Monitor students carefully as they complete their research. Have them complete the natural disaster note-taking sheet as they work.  

Review letter writing guide lines. http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson85/LetterChecklist.pdf
 
	
	Co-Teaching Model

___ One lead/one support

___ Station Teaching

_X_  Groups

___ Alternative Teaching

___ Multiple Groups

___ Team Teaching

IEP Goals/Accommodations

(Based on Students’ IEP/504 Plan)

____________________________    ________________________________________________________

	
	Reading Strategies

Text

___Literary

__XInformational

Before

___ Purpose

_X_ Prior knowledge

___ Preview

___ Vocabulary/Concepts

___ Predict

During

___ Chunking

___ Self-monitoring through clarifying 

   X   questions and notations on text

_X_ Reread

___ Metacognitive conversation

After

___ Summarize or paraphrase

___ Write BCRs in answer to reading

       Questions

_X_ Use rubrics 

General Reading Processes

___ Decoding

_X_ Vocabulary

___ Fluency

_X_ Comprehension

(Clarifying, Visualizing, Questioning, Predicting, Accessing Prior Knowledge, Summarizing, Making Inferences, and Determining Main Idea)

___ Reading Apprenticeship®

___ Other

	Email #2 Student Directions: Respond to email #1. Share information about the disaster type you have chosen to research. Share what you’ve learned so far. Tell your opinion on the best resource you’ve used to find out about your disaster type.
Monitor students as they respond to email #1. Have students draft email #2 in Google Docs and monitor/ comment.  Once draft has been review by teacher send email #2. 

Have each disaster group present to class using digital tools like power point or Google Presenter or a using a poster.  

	
	

	
	

	Respond to email #2. Share what you’ve learned about how people protect and prepare for natural disasters. Tell things your community, school or family have done to be prepared for an emergency disaster. Include natural disasters that occur most often in our area. 

Have students share their epals responses with class. 
Email #3 Student Directions: Respond to email #2. Share what you’ve learned about how people protect and prepare for natural disasters. Tell things your community, school or family have done to be prepared for an emergency disaster.

Email #4 Student Directions: Respond to email #3. Thank your ePal for writing. Share your culminating project using Skype.  

	
	

	Summary/Closure:

Thank your ePal for writing. Share your culminating project. 

	ASSESSMENT

___ Collect and Grade

___ Check for Completion

___ In-Class Check

___ Rubric

_X_ Checklist

___ Peer/Self Assessment

___ Journal/Learning Log

___ Portfolio

___ Constructed Response

___ Quiz

___ Test

_X_ Presentation

___ Performance Assessment

___ Informal Assessment

___ Exit Slip

___ Other



	Assessment:

Each student writes an informational item (such as a magazine 

article, pamphlet, ) to teach other kids about the disaster type they 

researched. 


	

	Enrichment: Use imovie to create and edit a video demonstrating how to prepare for the natural disaster you researched. 


	

	Contingency Plan

If computers/internet service are unable you could easily complete this project by using trade books and articles to research. The epals emails could be sent though traditional mail. Make sure to exchange physical address and phone numbers with your partner teacher at the start of this project.  If Skype is not working you could shoot a video of your students sharing their final projects and email it to the teacher of the other class. 
	


